
 

 

 

 

 

September 21, 2020 

Chairwoman Nita Lowey      Chairman Richard Shelby 
2365 Rayburn House Office Building     304 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington DC 20515       Washington, DC 20510 
 
Ranking Member Kay Granger      Ranking Member Patrick Leahy 
1026 Longworth House Office Building     437 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington DC 20515       Washington, DC 20510 
 
Ranking Member Harold Rogers     Chairman Lindsey Graham 
2406 Rayburn House Office Building     290 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington DC 20515       Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
Dear Chairwoman Lowey, Ranking Member Granger, Ranking Member Rogers, Senator Shelby, Senator 
Leahy, and Senator Graham: 
 
As American leaders of faith, we write with deep appreciation for you as leaders of the House and 
Senate Appropriations Committees and Subcommittees on State, Foreign Operations, and Related 
Programs (SFOPS). We are thankful to the House Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations, and 
Related Programs (SFOPS) for passing their Fiscal Year 2021 (FY21) appropriations bill, and we hope that 
the Senate Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs will soon pass their FY21 
appropriations bill, which will signal strong backing for the Global Fund to Fight Against AIDS 
Tuberculosis and Malaria. That leadership puts into action what we are called to do to help the most 
vulnerable.  
 
So too, as Congress works to pass a continuing resolution (CR) for Fiscal Year 2021, we ask that you 
maintain funding at the FY20 level of $1.56 billion for the Global Fund – to follow through with its 
commitment to the Global Fund's three-year goals to confront and ultimately conquer the epidemics. 
 
In addition to finishing the job on FY21 appropriations, we urge you to provide robust funding in the 
next emergency supplemental bill for the international response to the COVID-19 pandemic, including 
additional resources to protect fragile gains in responding to AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. Specifically, 
we ask for $20 billion for international assistance to prevent, respond to, and mitigate the impacts of 
this devastating pandemic to be included in the next supplemental appropriation to respond to COVID-
19, including in this a U.S. contribution of $4 billion over two years for the Global Fund's COVID-19 
Response Mechanism. 
 



We are deeply concerned about the devastating impact of COVID-19 on our communities at home and 
abroad. We call on U.S. leadership to address the pandemic's impacts and protect against a future 
resurgence. Those most impacted are already disproportionately vulnerable to infectious diseases. 
COVID-19 risks undermining decades of progress against epidemics that kill millions of people every 
year: AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. Researchers at the Imperial College London estimate that in heavily 
affected countries, COVID-19 could result in a 10 percent increase in death from HIV, 20 percent in TB 
and 36 percent in malaria. 
 
We know the life-saving impact of U.S. investments in global health. For instance, the Global Fund to 
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria has helped save more than 38 million lives from the three deadliest 
infectious diseases since 2002 while strengthening health systems to cope with new pandemics. The 
Global Fund has created a new COVID-19 Response Mechanism to quickly direct funding to help 
countries address COVID-19 and mitigate damage to their AIDS, TB and malaria programs. This 
accountable partnership is a central asset in larger emergency international funding. Unfortunately, by 
the end of September 2020, that COVID-19 Response Mechanism will run out of money to respond to 
the crises brought by COVID-19, and it will be unable to do future work without robust contributions 
from Global Fund donors. 
 
It is right that Congress is focused on saving American lives and livelihoods from COVID-19, and your 
leadership will be essential to addressing the growing need. We are aware that our communities and 
congregations will never be truly safe from COVID-19 until the threat is confronted globally.  
 
The vital sustained U.S. support for the Global Fund and other important global health priorities is a 
powerful sign of American commitment to finish the job in the fight to vanquish the HIV, TB, and malaria 
epidemics for good, which we strongly appreciate, support, and recognize. And tackling COVID-19’s 
devastating impact on communities and fragile health systems in Africa and elsewhere is urgent to make 
that possible.  Millions threatened by these diseases could then be freed from fear and share their God-
given gifts with humankind. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Senator Bill Frist, MD 
Chairman, Advisory Board, 2030 Collaborative 
 
David R. Adams   Vice President for Missions, Cross  Boca Raton, FL 
    Catholic Outreach 
Travis Adams   Associate Pastor for Students & Missions,  St. Louis, MO 

Third Baptist Church  
Tim Ahlman   Pastor, Christ's Greenfield Lutheran Church Gilbert, AZ 
Matt Alexander   Co-Founder, OneWorld Health   Charleston, SC 
Kenny Alphin   Artist, Big & Rich    Nashville, TN 
Rev. Dr. Guy Ames  Director of Asbury Foundation,   Tulsa, OK 

Asbury United Methodist Church    
 



Corinne Williams Anderson  Immediate Past President, American  Jackson, MS  
       EdD    Association of University Women (AAUW-MS) 
Kent Annan   Director of Humanitarian & Disaster   Wheaton, IL 

Leadership, Wheaton College 
Scott Arbeiter   President, World Relief    Baltimore, MD 
Andi Ashworth   Editor, Art House America   Nashville, TN 
Dr. Poincyane Assis-  Assistant Professor of Biology,    Miami Shores, FL 
      Nascimento   Barry University 
Pr. Uilson Nascimento, Jr. Associate Pastor, Ministerio Somos 1  Hollywood, FL 
Jamie Aten   Founder and Executive Director, Humanitarian Wheaton, IL 
    Disaster Institute – Wheaton College 
Tiffany Atkinson  Executive Director, Freedom’s Promise  Nashville, TN 
Walter August, Jr.  Author, Sr. Pastor, & Chairman, Bethel’s  Houston, TX 

Family Church 
Daphene Baines  Program Assistant, Alpaugh Family Economics  Cincinnati, OH 

Center, University of Cincinnati 
Rev. Dr. Rims & Judy Barber Mississippi Human Services Coalition  Jackson, MS 
Taylor Bell   Ministries Coordinator, Baptist Church of  Birmingham, AL 

the Covenant    
Steve Berger   Senior Pastor, Grace Chapel   Franklin, TN 
Kenton & Laurie Beshore Senior Pastors, Mariners Church   Irvine, CA 
Lisa Bevere   Author, Speaker, & Co- Founder, Messenger  Colorado Springs, CO 

International   
Robert Binion   Pastor, New Song Presbyterian Church  Salt Lake City, UT  
Emily Blackledge  President, African Leadership, Inc.  Nashville, TN  
Rev. Mike Blanchard  Pastor, Oak Forest United Methodist Church Little Rock, AR 
Annette Bourland  Sr. VP and Group Publisher, Zondervan  Grand Rapids, MI 
Leigh Brandenburg  International Missions Team, Mount Pleasant Mt. Pleasant, SC 
    Presbyterian Church     
Tim Breene   CEO, World Relief    Baltimore, MD 
Ann Kathleen Hoard Burlew Board Member, SOTENI    Cincinnati, OH 
Tony Campolo, PhD  Founder of the Red Letter Christian Movement St. David’s, PA 
Josh Carney   Lead Pastor, University Baptist Church  Waco, TX 
Carol T. Cavin-Dillon  Senior Pastor, West End United Methodist Nashville, TN 
    Church 
Mary Beth Chapman  Author, President and Co-Founder, Show Hope Franklin, TN 
Steven Curtis Chapman  Artist, Co-Founder Show Hope   Franklin, TN 
Christopher Clements  Founder, CWC & Associates   Tucson, AZ 
Shannon & Kevin Conforti Executive Director and Director(s) of Family  Lexington, KY 

Health, Christian Flights International 
Jeremy Cowart   Artist & Founder, The Purpose Hotel  Nashville, TN 
Chaz Corzine   Manager, The MWS Group   Franklin, TN 
Ian Morgan Cron  Author and Episcopal Priest   Franklin, TN 
Rev. Beverly CroweTipton Pastor, Zion United Methodist Church  Anderson, SC 
Jason Cullum   Lead Pastor, Christ’s Church   Jacksonville, FL 
Dr. Larry Cuthill   Senior Pastor, Glenwood Presbyterian Church DeLand, FL 
Rev. John Daniels  Pastor, First United Methodist Church  Missoula, MT 
 



David Dark, PhD   Author, Professor of Religious Studies,   Nashville, TN 
Belmont University  

Daniel Darling   Author & VP, Ethics and Religious Liberty  Nashville, TN 
Commission 

Brandon Dasinger  Teaching Pastor and Director of Mission,  Montgomery, AL 
    Frazer United Methodist Church    
Rev. Lant Davis   Pastor, Mountain Brook Presbyterian Church Birmingham, AL 
Jalil Dawood   Executive Director, World Refugee Care  Plano, TX 
Dale Dawson   Founder, Chairman, & CEO, Bridge2Rwanda Little Rock, AR 
Dave Deerman   President & CEO, Project Houston Community Houston, TX 
    Development Corporation   
Frank Dimmock   Africa Mission Specialist, The Outreach   Franklin, TN 
    Foundation 
Stan Doerr   Former Executive Director, Blood:Water  Nashville, TN 
The Rev. Dr. Donovan Drake Senior Pastor, Westminster Presbyterian Nashville, TN 
    Church 
Rev. Ryan Dupree  International Pastor, First Baptist Church Columbia, SC 
Jenny Eaton Dyer, PhD  Founder, 2030 Collaborative   Nashville, TN 
Gary L. Edmonds  Former President & CEO, Food for the Hungry Phoenix, AZ  
David Evans   President, LifeNet International   Washington, DC 
Jeremy Everett, MDiv  Executive Director, Baylor University,  Waco, TX 
    Texas Hunger Initiative 
Brent Fields   Missions Pastor, Rich Pond Baptist Church Bowling Green, KY 
Jeff Ford   Director of Global Good, Crosspoint   Nashville, TN 

Community Church 
Doug Fountain   Executive Director, Christian    Alexandria, VA 

Connections for International Health 
Paul Frank, PhD   Executive Director, SIL LEAD, Inc.   Washington, DC  
Rev. Steven D. Froehlich,  Pastor, New Life Presbyterian Church  Ithaca, NY 
      MDiv, DMin 
Gary Furr, PhD   Pastor, Vestavia Hills Baptist Church  Birmingham, AL 
Michael Gerson   Columnist; Policy Fellow, ONE   Washington DC 
Brad Gibson   Business Manager, Gibson Artist Business  Nashville, TN 

Management, LLC 
Steven Gilchrist   Family Ministry Director, Renovation  Atlanta, GA 
    Church       
Mike Glenn   Sr. Pastor, Brentwood Baptist Church  Brentwood, TN 
Rev. Dr. Jennifer Goggins Pastor, First Presbyterian Church  Paducah, KY 
Cat Goodrich   Associate Pastor, First Presbyterian Church Birmingham, AL 
Jennifer Grant   Author      Wheaton, IL 
Natalie Grant   Artist      Brentwood, TN 
Andrew Greer   Singer/Songwriter    Nashville, TN 
Eddie Grigg   President, Charlotte Christian College &  Charlotte, NC 
    Theological Seminary 
Kenneth Grizzell  Preaching Minister, Greenwood Park Church Bowling Green, KY 
    of Christ 
Andy Gullahorn   Singer/Songwriter    Nashville, TN 
Scott Hamilton   Olympic Gold Medalist & Philanthropist  Franklin, TN 



Tracie Hamilton   Philanthropist and Mother   Franklin, TN  
Michael Hart   Associate Pastor, University Presbyterian  Orlando, FL 

Church 
Michael C. Hart   Missions Pastor, First Baptist Church Tulsa Tulsa, OK 
Branden Harvey   CEO, Good Good Good    Portland, OR 
Dan Haseltine   Artist, Jars of Clay; Founder, Blood:Water Nashville, TN 
Rev. Josh McCrory Hatcher Senior Pastor, Historic Trinity Lutheran Church St. Louis, MO 
Jen Hatmaker   Author & Speaker    Buda, TX 
Doug Heimburger, MD  Professor of Medicine, Vanderbilt Institute Nashville, TN 
    for Global Health  
Dr. William “Hess” Hester Senior Pastor, Southern Hills Baptist Church Tulsa, OK 
Russ Holmes   Life Groups Pastor, Church at Rock Creek Little Rock, AR 
The Rev. Dr. Edwin Hurley Senior Minister, South Highland Presbyterian  Birmingham, AL 

Church   
Christopher Ingram  Senior Pastor, Yates Baptist Church  Durham, NC 
Cameron James   Artist, Speaker, Songwriter   Nashville, TN 
Steve James, CRNA  CEO, KenyaRelief.org    Cullman, AL 
Travis Jenkins   Lead Pastor, Harvest Assembly of God Church Oklahoma City, OK 
Mark Johnson   Associate Pastor for Congregational Life  Hoover, AL 

Ministries, Shades Crest Baptist Church 
Tina Jones   Children’s Ministry Director, First Presbyterian  Greenville, SC 
    Church       
Randy Jumper   Missions Pastor, First Assembly North Little  Little Rock, AR 

Rock          
The Very Rev. Becca Kello Associate Rector and Chaplain to the Episcopal  Bowling Green, KY 
    Campus Ministry, WKU 
Velvet Kelm   President, The {M}edia Collective  Franklin, TN 
Jim Keena   Professor of Pastoral Theory, Yellowstone Bozeman, MT 
    Theological Institute 
Carmen Fowler LaBerge  Host, Connecting Faith    Nashville, TN  
The Rev. Alex Large  Rector, Church of the Holy Apostles  Katy, TX 
Dr. Todd Lake   Vice President for Spiritual Development,  Nashville, TN 
    Belmont University 
Jon Lee    President, The Living Water Project   Brentwood, TN 
Chuck Love   Lead Pastor, Beechland Baptist Church  Louisville, KY 
Charlie Lowell   Artist, Jars of Clay    Franklin, TN 
Anne Lucas    Director, e3 Mission, Mobilization, &   Birmingham, AL 

Medical  
Rev. Damon & Barbara  Pastor & First Lady, New Jerusalem Baptist  Cincinnati, OH 
      Lynch, Jr.   Church     
Jo Anne Lyon, Ambassador General Superintendent Emerita, The Wesleyan Indianapolis, IN 
    Church 
Heloise Maconochie, PhD Visiting Assistant Professor, Early Childhood Fort Wayne, IN  

Education, Indiana University Purdue  
University Fort Wayne 

William & Sharon Maetschke Trinity United Methodist Church  New Albany, IN 
Marie Martin, PhD, MEd Associate Director, Education & Training, Nashville, TN 
    Vanderbilt Institute for Global Health 



Ray Martin   Emeritus Executive Director,    McLean, VA 
Christian Connections for International Health  

Sarah Masen   Artist       Nashville, TN  
Suzanne Mayernick  Founder, Love One International   Brentwood, TN 
Mike McBrayer   Minister, Vestavia Hills Baptist Church          Birmingham, AL 
Jodi McCall   Director of Seacoast Missions, Seacoast Church Charleston, SC 
Joe McIlhaney, MD  Founder / Chairman, The Medical Institute for  Plano, TX 
    Sexual Health 
Dr. Tom McKechnie  President & Founder, Teach to Transform Louisville, KY 
Brian McLaren   Author, Speaker, & Activist    Marco Island, FL 

– Convergenceus.org 
Justin McRoberts  Artist, Author, Songwriter   Martinez, CA   
Santiago “Jimmy” Mellado President and CEO, Compassion International  Colorado Springs, CO 
David Meyer   CEO, Hand of Hope, Joyce Meyer Ministries St. Louis, MO 
Jon Middendorf   Senior Pastor, OKC First Church of the   Oklahoma City, OK 

Nazarene 
Brett & Emily Mills  Co-Founders, Jesus Said Love & Lovely   Waco, TX 
    Enterprises   
David Moberg   Senior VP & Group Publisher,    Nashville, TN 

Harper Collins Christian Publishing   
Steve Moore   Chairman of the Board, The Shalom Foundation  Brentwood, TN 
Elisa Morgan   Speaker, Author, President Emerita,   Denver, CO 
    MOPS International  
Ken Morris   Director, Lifeway Mission International U.S. Franklin, TN   
Jeff Moseley   President & Founder, Fair Trade Services Brentwood, TN 
Heidi & Erik Murkoff  Author & Co-Founders, What to Expect   Los Angeles, CA 
    Project  
Bryant Myers, PhD  Professor of International Development, Fuller  Pasadena, CA 

Theological Seminary 
Jennifer Nettles   Artist, Sugarland    Nashville, TN 
Roxanne Nichols  Director of Label Operations, Provident   Franklin, TN 

Label Group 
Matt Nutter   Director of Global Outreach, Central Christian  Mesa, AZ 

Church 
Samuel Okpaku, MD  President & Founder, Center for Health  Nashville, TN 
    Culture and Society 
Andrew Osenga   Artist/Podcast Producer, The Pivot Podcast Nashville, TN   
Paul Osteen, MD  Associate Pastor, Lakewood Church  Houston, TX   
The Rev. Steven J. Pankey, Rector, Christ Episcopal Church   Bowling Green, KY 
      DMin 
Justin Park   Family Ministry Director, Rock Point Church  Chattanooga, TN 
Jennifer Parks   Lay Leader, Christ’s Greenfield Lutheran  Gilbert, AZ 
    Church 
Jackie Patillo   President and Executive Director, Gospel  Nashville, TN 
    Music Association     
Charlie Peacock   Music Producer and Artist-in-Residence,  Nashville, TN  

Lipscomb University      
Dan Raines   President, Creative Trust Ventures  Brentwood, TN 



Richard Ramsey   Outreach Pastor, North Metro Church  Marietta, GA 
Dr. Robert Rex Record  Director, Christ Health Center   Birmingham, AL 
Marlene Rickert, FNP-BC  Medical Director, Hope for Haiti Foundation  Raleigh, NC 
Dino Rizzo   Missions Pastor, Church of the Highlands Birmingham, AL 
    Executive Director, Association of Related  
    Churches (ARC) 
Dr. Samuel Rodriguez  President, National Hispanic Christian   Sacramento, CA 

Leadership Conference 
Ash Rogers   Executive Director, Lwala Community Alliance Nashville, TN  
John Rogers   Associate for Campus Ministry, University Chapel Hill, NC 
    Presbyterian Church 
Francis Rushton, MD  Mission Justice & Service Member, First   Birmingham, AL 

Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Dr. Gabriel Salguero President, National Latino Evangelical   Orlando, FL 
    Coalition; Pastor, Calvario City Church 
Rev. Edwin Sanders II  Sr. Servant, Metropolitan Interdenominational  Nashville, TN 

Church  
Edgar Sandoval   President and CEO, World Vision US  Federal Way, WA 
Jo Saxton   Director, 3DM; Author & Speaker  Minneapolis, MN 
Doug Serven   Pastor, City Presbyterian Church  Oklahoma City, OK 
Anita Smith   President, Children’s AIDS Fund International Washington, DC  
David E. Smith, MD  Director, Haiti Christian Development  Little Rock, AR 
Jake Smith   Executive Director, Blood:Water   Nashville, TN 
Jason K. Smith   Associate Pastor, OKC First Church of the  Oklahoma City, OK 

Nazarene 
Michael W. Smith  Artist      Franklin, TN 
Shepherd Smith   President, Institute for Youth Development Washington, DC 
Durwood Snead   Former Global X: Director, North Point   Atlanta, GA 

Ministries  
Anne Stafford   Pediatrician; University of    Birmingham, AL 

Alabama-Birmingham 
Dr. Ana Steele   Director of Global Outreach, Calvary  Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
    Chapel Ft. Lauderdale 
Rev. Becca Stevens  St. Augustine’s Chapel; Founder,   Nashville, TN  

Magdalene/Thistle Farms    
Jason Surratt   Legacy Pastor, Seacoast Church   Charleston, SC 
Andrea Summer, MD  Co-Director, International Adoption Clinic Charleston, SC  
    Medical University of South Carolina   
Rev. Adam Taylor  Executive Director, Sojourners   Washington, DC 
Cathy Taylor, DrPH, MSN, RN  Dean & Professor, Gordon E. Inman College Nashville, TN 

Of Health Sciences & Nursing, Belmont University   
Debbie Taylor   Artist and Mother    Nashville, TN 
Steve Taylor   Recording Artist & Filmmaker   Nashville, TN 
John C. Thompson  Pastor, Cornerstone Church   Boise, ID 
Brad Ulgenes   Pastor, St. John’s Lutheran Church  Helena, MT 
Rev. Jim Wallis   President & Founder, Sojourners  Washington, DC 
David Walmer, PhD, MD Chairman & Founder, Family Health Ministries Durham, NC 
Kathy Walmer, MSN, CPNP Executive Director, Family Health Ministries Durham, NC 



Barrett Ward   Founder & CEO, Live FashionABLE   Nashville, TN 
Robert J. Weingartner  Executive Director, The Outreach Foundation Franklin, TN 
Demetria Howard White Director of Institutional Effectiveness &   Jackson, MS 

Research, Tougaloo College   
Rev. Chad Wible  Senior Pastor, Community Covenant Church Kirkwood, MO 
Rev. David Wiggs  Senior Pastor, Boston Avenue United   Tulsa, OK 

Methodist Church 
Bruce Wilkinson  President & CEO, Catholic Medical   New York, NY 

Missions Board 
Morgan Wills, MD, MATS President & CEO, Siloam Health   Nashville, TN 
Jessica Wolstenholm  Author & Co-Founder, Gather & Grow  Brentwood, TN 
Rev. Joseph R. Woodfin  Associate Rector, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Chattanooga, TN 
John York, PhD   Senior Minister, West End Church  Nashville, TN 
 
 
 


